
 
 

THE PILGRIM WAY 
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior,  

the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3.20). 
 

MAY 2023 
 

Why Is Pilgrim Here?  
 

Pilgrim is here by God’s grace to serve our neighbor with Christ’s love.  

 

“Why?” is an important question for a congregation to consider because “why?” goes deeper than “what” we 

do. “Why?” goes deeper than “how” we do what we do. “Why?” gets to the heart of who we are, impacting 

everything else, both why we do “what” we do and “how” we do what we do. We can think in terms of three 

concentric circles with “why” at the center, “how” around it, and “what” on the outside. Too often, 

organizations, including congregations, focus so much on the “what” and the “how” that they forget the “why,” 

the reason and purpose behind it all. In other words, it is possible for us to forget who we are and why we are 

here.  

 

On February 11, twenty-two of us came together under the leadership of Rev. Nathan Meador from the South 

Wisconsin District. He helped us remember the ways God has been present and active in this congregation in 

the past. We remembered special servants of the Lord and His church. We remembered special events. We 

remembered the special ways God has served each one of us through this congregation. By telling those stories, 

we were able to clarify why God has placed us here. We caught a glimpse of our congregation’s unique 

contribution, and the impact God continues to have on us and on others through us. At the end of that time, we 

produced a tentative “why” statement that would be finalized at a later date.  

 

On April 20, twenty of us met again with Rev. Meador to finalize our “why” statement and to clarify our 

“how,” that is, the ways in which our purpose is accomplished among us. After some fruitful conversation, we 

agreed that “Pilgrim is here by God’s grace to serve our neighbor with Christ’s love.” Pivoting to “how” 

this takes place, we considered the natural actions we already take that serve our neighbor with Christ’s love. 

We identified the following: worship, Bible study, missions, Pilgrim Child Development Center, evening 

worship services, LUMIN Schools—Pilgrim Lutheran, ingathering, music, yard signs, Sunday school, quilts, 

friendliness to guests and visitors, prayer, lending library, food kettle, Issues Etc., visitation, pastoral care, curb 

appeal, meals, care of congregation, and willing service. We then categorized these activities into four areas of 

activity in which we serve our neighbor with Christ’s love: worship, education, outreach and mission, and care 

of body and soul. Clarifying the “how” moves the “why” from aspiration to concrete action. It also helps us 

organize ourselves and plan for the future.  

 

If we are to take this discovery process further, the next step would be to address the “what” that follows. This 

would involve a strategic plan for ministry. Since we are currently planning to use the Jacobs Trust to call a 

full-time church worker in the next few years, we would like to wait until that church worker is in place before 

proceeding with a strategic plan.  

 



 
 

In the meantime, you will begin to see our “why” statement appear on our bulletin covers and at the end of our 

worship services. The Church Council has also suggests putting this statement on our website, on signage, and 

on T-shirts. Finally, I am planning on preaching a four-part sermon series on this statement in the coming 

months.  

 

Many thanks to everyone involved in this process. God has blessed this congregation in many ways, especially 

in the gift that is each one of you. Above all, however, God has blessed us by sending us a Pilgrim, a Savior, a 

Servant. “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many” (Mark 10.45). Because of Him, Pilgrim is here by God’s grace to serve our neighbor with Christ’s 

love.  

 

Peace and joy in Christ, our risen Lord! 

Pastor Rusnak 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                              May Birthdays 

 

5.01     Mason Bristow-Mclean  

5.01     Jim Fink 

5.01     Autumn Hein 

5.08     Marilyn Baker 

5.10     Megan Boerger 

5.10     Lori Felber 

5.12     Jonathan Rusnak 

5.13     Sue Maahs 

      5.20     Jonathan Stempkowski 

 

 

 

5.25    Eric Swenson 

5.26    Noren Fromm 

5.27    Roger Pierson 

5.29    Kelli Swenson 

5.30    Julie Rusnak 

5.31    Katie Swenson 

             May Anniversaries 

 

5.17     Mike & Gail Zawacki  

5.18     Tim & Ann Olp 

5.24     Amber & Joe Haen 

5.29     Margaret & Wayne Hein 

Why? Pilgrim is here by God's 
grace to serve our nieghbor 
with Christ's love.

How? We serve our nieghbor 
with Christ's love through 
worship, education, outreach 
and mission, and care of 
body and soul.  

What? We are looking forward 
to creating a strategic plan in 
collaboration with a future 
church worker. 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

“First” Sunday Fellowship  

We will not have a First Sunday Fellowship discussion in May.   We will resume on June 4th as we continue 

our First Sunday Fellowship discussion from March on the topic of Gender and Sexual Identity.  

 

The Gospel according to Matthew on Wednesday Evenings 

Our Wednesday Evening Bible Study meets weekly on Wednesdays at 6:00pm in the Church Parlor to study 

The Gospel According to Matthew.  Everyone is encouraged to participate. 

 

Game Time for May 

Game day will be back on its regularly scheduled date of the 3rd Sunday of the month.  In May, that will be 

May 21st.  Please join us at 3:00 in the parlor for cards, dominoes, and other assorted games. 

 

2023 Milwaukee LWML Convention News Flash 

Do you enjoy tying fleece blankets, creating MOST Ministries bracelets/puppets, or coloring greeting cards or 

bookmarks? Bring your crafting skills to convention and assist with Servant Activities as we “Celebrate the Lord of 

the Nations!” Sign up at https://lwml-swd.org/events/ other for more information or contact Allison at 
allisonlwmlmke23@gmail.com. 
 

Sewing for Veterans 

The sewing for Veterans group will meet on May 6th and 20th from 9:00am – 2:00pm in the Church Parlor.                                        

 

Men’s Bible Breakfast   

The weekly Men’s Bible Breakfast is held on Thursdays at 8:00am at Mykonos Restaurant, located at 8501 

W Capitol Dr in Milwaukee.   We order breakfast, enjoy some fellowship and a meal, read until about 9:00 

or so, and then pray together.   Feel free to join us if and when you are available.  We are currently making 

our way through Genesis.            

 

Women’s Bible Study   

The Thursday Women's Bible Study group continues to meet from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.  For the next 

few weeks, they will be using Bible Studies from the Lutheran Women's Quarterly, Winter 2022 and 

Spring 2023 issues.  All women are welcome to join in on the fellowship and prayer time! 

 

Free Cabinets 

 As part of our clean-up of the Church Parlor for the coming renovations we have been busy emptying the 

tall gray cabinets as well as the 4 drawer file cabinets. If anyone has questions or would like to have one of 

these items, please contact the church office. Currently, there are two gray cabinets left and about six or 

eight  4 drawer file cabinets. There is also one lateral file cabinet which uses overhead doors and is in very 

good condition. Many of these cabinets also have keys. 

 

PCDC Update  

Thank you so much for the warm welcome at Pilgrim last Sunday! The PCDC staff is incredibly thankful for 

your daily prayers, love, and support. It was fun to have the opportunity to share the ministry that is 

happening at PCDC with children, families, and staff. Please call Nikki or Stephanie at PCDC if you want to 

stop by and see us. We are also excited to have the Family Event connections hosted by the Pilgrim Board of 

Education. We just enjoyed a Spring event where the children planted flowers, heard Spring stories read by 

Connie Nelson, and participated in activities. Please join us to introduce yourself to the PCDC families and 

staff at any of the Family Events! 



 
 

Doris Graettinger’s 101st Birthday 

On April 12th, Doris Graettinger celebrated her 101st birthday!   We were blessed to have Doris worship with 

us on Easter Sunday.  Before the service she was presented with a very nice cake.  It is ALWAYS wonderful 

to see Doris’ smile and welcoming countenance! 

 

 

 

     
 

Easter 

 

Below are couple photos from our Easter Service.  We are so blessed to have so many talented members, 

musicians, and accompanists.  Thank you so much for your hard work.  It is GREATLY appreciated. 

 
 

                            



 
 

 

                                              
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Sherman Park Lutheran Celebrates 100 Years 
Sherman Park Lutheran Church is observing the 100th anniversary of its founding.   A Celebration Service will be held 
at 9:30 A.M. on Sunday, May 21st at the church, 2703 N. Sherman Boulevard, Milwaukee.   A Celebration Luncheon 

and Fellowship will take place following the service at Meyer’s Restaurant, 4260 S. 76th St, Greenfield, Wisconsin. 

Arrival at noon, Luncheon at 12:30. Those wishing to attend the Fellowship Luncheon, please indicate how many will 

attend by responding via email to proffitttom@gmail.com or text: 262-247-5828 by May 17th. 

   

 
 

 

SCRIP 

Spring is the perfect time to use Scrip for Mother’s Day, graduations, confirmations, weddings, and showers 

for them as well as for expected babies.  We have or can order to have by the following Wednesday: Qdoba, 

Bonefish Grill, Cheesecake Factory, Maggiano’s, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, P F Chang’s, and others for 

both fast food and take-home meals.  We have Bunzel’s for great meats and deli items as well.    

 

There are also gift cards currently available for home projects from Menards, Target, and Walmart in stock 

and can have Home Depot, Lowe’s, Ace Hardware, and others by the following Wednesday if ordered by 

Sunday.   

 

Grocery shopping is easy with gift cards which we carry in varying dollar amounts from $25 to 

$100.  Metcalfe’s, Metro Market(Pick ‘n Save), Meijer’s, Piggly Wiggly, Sendik’s, Walmart, Target, and 

Bunzel’s are available. 

 

Quick take-out meals needed with Spring sports games to attend?  Arby’s, Burger King, Cousins, Denny ‘s, 

Noodles, Subway, Taco Bell, Papa Murphy’s, and Panera’s are all in stock.   
 

Check with Sue for suggestions or a list of possibilities after Sunday service or call 414-476-7612. 
 

Keys 

The Trustees are updating the church’s records on keys.  If you have keys to the church, school, or PCDC, 

please contact the office with information as to which location(s) you have keys for.  Please send an email to 

info@pilgrimtosa.org or put a note in Tim Olp’s mailbox indicating what key(s) you currently have.  If you 

have a key or keys that you no longer need or use, please drop them off at the church office or give them to 

Tim for tracking. 

              

   Ushers Needed 

 We are looking for new ushers to add to our already dedicated group of men and women who welcome 

guests and members to worship, assist with attendance cards and communion, and help keep pew materials 

organized. If you would like to volunteer periodically to usher during the Sunday or Wednesday services, 

please email Eric Jensen at chaericter@hotmail.com or call 414-426-3209. 

mailto:proffitttom@gmail.com
mailto:info@pilgrimtosa.org


 
 

  PILGRIM LWML 

The two LWML events in April were a good way to start getting together with our LWML sisters once again.  Several 

Pilgrim women attended one or both of these events.  The Heart to Heart – Sisters of All Nations celebrated the 

diversity of God’s Kingdom right here in the Milwaukee metro area.  There was a chance to talk with the reigning 

Miss Hmong and hear how she is helping Hmong children learn about their culture and language.  Representatives 

from Immanuel Lutheran Church have a group traveling to Uganda for a short mission opportunity to work with 

Lutheran churches and a school there.   

The Zone 4 Spring Rally included a Bible Study by Pastor Dummer on the “age old question, ’What is Truth’” in 

relation to several life issues.  Dottie Enters shared her life story as she spoke about how she was led to her 30-year 

position as volunteer director of Eye Witness for Life.  This is a ministry that offers free ultrasounds for women in 

unexpected pregnancies.  Eighty-five per cent of the women who use their service, choose life for their babies!  

Registered Sonographers volunteer to perform the ultrasound exam.  It was a great morning of fellowship with 

Lutheran sisters from Zion, Covenant, Our Redeemer, Mt. Olive, and Benediction churches. 

Plans for a Pilgrim LWML celebration in May have been postponed.  With the uncertainty of the condition of our 

facilities during the renovation process, it has been decided to wait until fall.  By then we will have lots to celebrate 

with the new look of Pilgrim, the results of the convention, and the beginning of regular group gatherings.  In the 

meantime, mission thoughts continue as the opportunity to encourage and support a short-term mission team to 

Leipzig, Germany, led by Liz Jentz! 

Opportunities to stay active with missions take various forms with the LWML 2023 Convention in June.  As was 

mentioned last month, there will be a “Packing Party” at Our Redeemer on Tuesday, June 20, from 8:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m.  Lunch will be provided, and children (age 11+) and teens are welcome.  For easier planning, please let 

Ruth Mueller know if you would like to help with this.  She will RSVP to the organizer.  It is not necessary to commit 

to the entire day.  See the flyer on the LWML bulletin board.   

Another opportunity to help with the convention would be a willingness to drive volunteers or attendees to and 

from the Wisconsin Center to ease on the downtown parking situation.  If there is interest in helping in this way at 

any time between June 21 and June 25, let Ruth Mueller know so she can help coordinate this. 

As started in April, collections are being received for the Orphan Grain Train backpacks.  This will continue through 

May 28th.  Clearly mark the donation for the backpacks, make any checks payable to Pilgrim LWML, and place in the 

Mite box in the narthex.  One inclusive check will be sent to the convention treasurer.   

The convention includes more than just business meetings.  There will be presentations and luncheons by 

missionaries and Mite Grant receivers who will tell about their ministries and how the mite grants have impacted 

their work.  There will be two worship services that are open to the public.  The opening service on Thursday 

evening, June 22nd, will include Holy Communion, and will be a great way to begin.  The Sending Service at the end 

of proceedings, at 11:15 Sunday morning, June 25th, sends everyone on their way to continue their walk of faith 

where God has put them in their daily lives.  Entertainment on Saturday evening will be by the Lutheran Ladies’ 

Lounge ladies who have a weekly podcast on KFUO radio.  Entrance to this is available to non-registered attendees 

for a $10 ticket.   

For just a taste, register for a One Day Attendance, sign up to help in various volunteer roles, come for the Saturday 

evening entertainment, or attend the worship services.  Questions?? See Ruth Mueller. 



 
 

More LWML News 

During April and May the Pilgrim LWML will be accepting donations to help provide backpacks and 

contents to be put together at the Servant Events at the LWML convention in June.  The desire is to provide 

600+ backpacks for Orphan Grain Train.  Just $20 will provide what is needed for each backpack.  We will 

gather all donations and submit them to the convention committee treasurer.  Please put your donation in an 

envelope, clearly mark it for the backpacks, and place it in the Mite Box in the narthex.  Thank You! 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Outreach Festival Team — Germany-term (individual a 
Liz Jentz is recruiting a team of 6-8 to travel to join missionaries in Leipzig, Germany for their annual neighborhood 

outreach festival.  

This festival is organized by the LCMS and 

German missionaries who serve at Die 

Brücke (The Bridge). Die Brücke is a 

community center that serves the 

neighborhood surrounding St. Lukaskirche in 

Leipzig. This neighborhood has a diverse 

population, including many refugees. 

Your team will help advertise for the event by 

creating and hanging posters and distributing 

fliers in the neighborhood. You will also help 

prepare for the festivities by cleaning and 

organizing the locations that will be used for 

the festival. When the big day arrives, you will assist with set up, monitoring activities and stations, helping with 

food service, clean up and tear down. 

But aside from the work, you will have the chance to participate in the fun! There will be dancing, cake, tours of 

the historic church (possibly including the bell tower), face painting, music, and more. And on Sunday, your 

team will have the opportunity to join the congregation at St. Lucaskirche in Leipzig for worship. 

Dates: September 1-11, 2023 

Cost: Approximately $1,000/person (airfare not included) 

Cost Includes: food, lodging, project costs, coordination, and international medical insurance. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, please contact Liz by phone/text: (414) 446-0177 or 
email: Deaconess.elizabethann@gmail.com  
 

 

mailto:Deaconess.elizabethann@gmail.com
https://i0.wp.com/servenow.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/teaching-music-at-a-neighborhood-festival.jpg?ssl=1


 
 

 
  2664 North 68th Street 

  Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

 

The Pilgrim Way 

May 2023  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY DIVINE SERVICE: 9:30am 

WEDNESDAY MIDWEEK SERVICE: 7:00pm 

 

Pilgrim Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 (414) 476–0735  

info@pilgrimtosa.org  

www.pilgrimtosa.org 

 

Rev. Jonathan W. Rusnak 

(414) 704–6724 

pastor@pilgrimtosa.org 

 

 

Pilgrim is here by God’s grace to serve our neighbor with Christ’s love. 

 

http://www.pilgrimtosa.org/
mailto:pastor@pilgrimtosa.org

